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IHRlillglitH of nn Intorvlew of Rpotoln by Ppr.or Imlp Srort mi<t I.nrry l.rn (KSAM) , 
toped A/5/7B, brotidrnot A/IB. Totiil t«pp lit nbniit U/2 bnutB. IBrniknl nd mnlnrlnl 
lo pornphriiBc; corniiontu In donblo pntnnthcBeB nr* by I'l.ll.J 
(06A) FJRl |1 WBB IntoroBtpd In bow orBnnlriBtlnnB work.l And whoii I wnn nnkod to do 

B book nboiit I.ce llnrvey Onwold, ond tbe - Rcnder'B blp.oBt mnunr.lno rnmo to mo nnd 
BBid tlioy would flnnoro B study without nny ntrinp.n Bttnrbod - mid nffored mo 
imllmitcd rosourron nnd bb miir.h money bb 1 noedod to find ns mony wItnoBBon bb 
I could, I of coiirBo Bot Into tho tdon th«t perhnps tho Wnrron CommImilon hod 
mlnsrd Bomo very importnnt wltnoBsos who could comment nn ObwhIiI'b life. And bb 
I bepnn tho hook I bepnn to find vnrlnuB evidence tbnt the Intel I Iponi-o Borvlcen 
of the United Stnten, end of RiibbIb, end of Cubn nil hod nomelhliiR In hide - not 
neceBBnrlly nhont the BBBBBslnnt Ion of rroeldent Kennedy, but nbont BiimethlnB 
thnt t didn't even know nbout, nnd tbnt wbb nn open cnplonnpe enno Hint wnn roIiir 
ngnlnnt Oewnld. At the time I wrote "tnipicBt," - the Flit, by tmiinforlnp n number 
of BgentB, by doBtroylng B number of fllcB ((ID), hnd rompletely hid Ub 
I nvolvement In thin enplonBRO cnnei In fnct. It didn't even toll Pronldont dohnnon 
nbout It. And bo 1 boRnn to get more Interested In the eBplonnpo rnne.... 

((It's Bmnr.lnit how K.IF, con use his own Ignornnre of the Wnrron Report to 
bolster his 'discovery' of the FBI'b Intereet In Oswnld.)) 

(OBB) IX! (It's B brief book, lenn thnn JOO pp.; supported by full footnotlnRi you 

remind me s little of Ir.ry Stone,..; you hnd bo much money from Rll, nnd a Btnft; | 
Did you ever worry thnt you were Rolng to become the sort of orpnnl ml Inn Hint 
you hnd written Inbnut) before...? 

(09B) F.JF.! Well, t worried nil nbout the time - ell nhout the Render'fl lllgent Retting 
Involved In |the| renenreh, nnd I kept them out completely; nnd. In n sense they 
only entered It In the public reintlons pllnne, after the bonk wnn written; they 
told Time moRorlne, or Bomehow they led Time mngnr.lne to believe Hint It wnn nome 
sort of tnsk force, but the fnct 1b thnt I simply uBcd-Iwo ptevlons renenrebern 
wlio had worked fo/TllId the brunt of the work, and then when 1 hnd npecinl Jobn, 
like finding the Hnrines thot Oswald hnd nerved with, or flndlnp, bin fellow 
employees Bt .Inggar-Chl les-Stovnll , and I hnd a i;nest lonnal re Hint could be 
naked of these people, the Render's Digest very kindly lent me editorn, who went 

((Cf. be Ren d, p. xvl! Ournler (of the Dlgeal) "has conlrlbiit ed to almost every 
plinse of the project, IncliidlnR resenrch, IntervlewlnR, nnd orgmilmt Ion of the 
hook. By tar, however, I am most Indebted to him for bin deeply perceptive 
editing of the mnniincrlpt." In this Interview, K.IK confirmed my hniicli that he hnd 
thought nhout the rompi Icntlonn of his liypotheals more than the book Indlcnten; 
however, these comments nrgue againnt my siiggeBtlon that he lins been trying (e.g.. 
In the rsy chology Today nrtlcle) to make It obvlonn thnt thliign weie left out of 
the book, prcBumnhiy at the Dlgcnt'a aiiRgentlon or Inslntenre. -PI, II)) 

(195) KJF.! TIiIb Is the hypothesla 1 worked oni If the CIA wna roIiir In nend anyone to 
Russia ns a falne defector - which la a posalblllty - It wna a very dollcBle and 
senaltlve mlnalon, and somcthlnR that renulred training; It wnnn't somethlnR where 
yon could meet someone. In a bat and any, 'Now listen, yon defect In RiisbIb, and 
Just remember everything you see.' lie hnd to be trained. Tills Is the - I might 
be wrong, but that's the hypotheals 1 worked on. If Hint wnn Hie rnne, there lin.l 
to he - 1 nssumed at least six months detached from his Marine career. 1 ronldii t 
find six d ays detached from the career.... 

((Typical F.psteln - start with the right assumptions,...)) 

(258) PDS: Mow tar do you see this KCB control of Oswald Inntlng, over him? Does It 

govern his behaviour when he comes bark to this coiintryt 
(26fi|f F..1E! Well, my view - again, and this In very speculative - Is IhnI the Soviets 

Boon found they hnd no use for Oswald, land sent him bark; nt worm, he'll he 
' arrested, wlilr.h will have prnpagnndn value; more likely, the FBI will piiraiie him, 
and they'll be confused nnd confounded for years; nt bent, he'll be some sort of 
sleeper agent.] 
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(U.i The FBI followed him ineptly, which embarrased Hoover.) 

g.IF.i That's true, and t think the FBI Involvement goes even deeper than - 
thnn we can ascertain nt this point ... (whatever the KCB Involvement was, It 
was very low level; he wna Just a piece of garbage to them.) 

(PDS! Wlint aboiit Marins? A piece of garbage, or of more Interest to the KCB?) 

(2B5) lEJP,! The HInkenbnum case fascinated me; went to USSR at same time as bHO; 

trained by high KCB people; his entire mission - open antique store In D.C. and 
bring back a Soviet wife, to be a radio operator. There's a CIA memo Indicating 
thnt they should be Interested In bHO because of this pattern of the Russians 
getting a spoiinc In thnt way.) And so I would think that Marina, before she was 
allowed to return to the United Stnten, was told that some day someone might approach 
yon; If he does, you still have family here, do what he says. 1 mean, that's all. 
thnt had to be her mlnalon, or even Oswald's mission. ((!)) T'know, I'm talking - 
Jiint to really get to the point thnt you were making before. It's Inconceivable 
to me thnt the Soviets hnd anything to do with the aasnsalnatlon of Kennedy, or that 
Onwnid was under Soviet control at that point. So whatever Influence they exerted 
on him wns very low level, and then he separated from them, er 

PDS! (Can you date the separation? The moment of hla return, or when he went 
to New Orleans?) 

(322) F..IF! Well, 1 would say thnt the point - yes, 1 thlhk we - 1 can't date, when 

the Soviets - they might never have actually contacted him after he returned to 
America, which might have added to his frustration and caused all those letters that 

he wrote to the Soviet consulate, and other activities on hla part, but 1 would 

any thnt the shooting at Walker In April of 1961 definitely was a watershed. Not 
only the Soviets but 1 think a lot of other people started to shy away from Oswald 
nt thnt point, whether he did the shooting or not Is another question. 

PDS! (Up to then, la It possible he wna under someone's control?) 

F..IF! (Up to that point, he might have been listed as an asset - a notations! 

agent, ns In Greene's novel - l.e. a dubious asset.) 

(35B) F..IF.1 (On Marina! lied about her own name, etc.) 

rnst jwhich made her very vulnerable for deportation; there were auggeatlons 
she felt nlie wns being pressured by her Interviewers after the assassination.) Does 

g.lF.I Yes, and 1 would even go further and any that before the sasasslnatlon 
Hie degree of pressures put on Mnrlna might explain Oswald's mote bizarre behavior. 

(A02) bb! (MnrlnA's story to INS reeka of being sn Intelligence legend.) 

E. IF.! Yes; 1 would think thnt conceivably the name Pruaakova was given to her 
berniiae someone might have seen her living at the home of Colonel Prusnkova (sic), 
nnd thnt thnt would explain wliy she wns there, or maybe even Oswald didn't know 
her true Identity. 

(623) PDS! (During dlacnsSlon of Voloshin In California) Wna It the Bolshoi ballet? 

F. IF.! 1 think - the name wns not the Rolahol, but it was something like that. 
(Vnlonhln wns In Santa Ann the day bHO applied for a passport; was In charge of 
Indonesian nffnlrn for the KCB for a while; Oswald mentioned an Indonesia operation 
he wnn In, In a letter to hla brother: then It wasn't publicly known.) 

PDSi (The KCB wna making a big propaganda Issue of It at the time; the CIA 
wna still denying Involvement; I wonder why the Russians didn't use bllO as part 
of Hie propaganda operation?) 

(666) F..IF.! (I wna very Interested In that; 1 looked at the other defectors; bllO 

wna one of a series of B or 9; from hla letters to hla brother. It looked like he 
was going to start off nn a propaganda asset, he was never so used.) 

PDS! (Una Webster so used?) 

F..IF,! (No; there's a similarity - If they Intended to use someone for lnte1l-x| 
lgenco,"the assumption might be," ((whose?)) they wouldn't use him for propaganda. 

I think Webster offered Info on plastics; I think both cases were considered 
liitelllgenre, not propaganda.) 

(016) F..IF.! (The day 1,110 passed through Amsterdom, Voloshin was a consul there, 

ni'cnrdlng to CIA traces. After reading Priscilla's book, about Marina mentioning 
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[PDS: But wouldn't Angle ton have wanted more to come out?] 

[EJE: There are 2 Angleton's - in and out of power. Now he sees his only 
chance of getting the mole story out is to flush it out through the Senate Select 
Committee or a journalist; in 1963, he was practically running the CIA; he was 
the most powerful man there, didn't want even his name to come out. CIA had 
interests in the Cubela stuff not coming out.] 

[Concluding discussion about whether the case can be solved, etc. EJE 
thinks that guns & bullets may be a blind alley; with one g\mman, there could 
still be a conspiracy; the second alternative is looking at Oswald's connections. 
Epstein does think it is a live case. ] 

[End of highlights of interview of Epstein by Peter Dale Scott and Larry Lee of 
KSAN, taped 4/5/78. If the earlier pages of this interview (which starts on page 
14) are missing from your copy, they can be obtained on request.] 

Some general comments : Epstein has obviously thought about some of the 

evidence about Oswald and U.S. intelligence in a more subtle way than is reflected 
in the book. I don't think we have yet heard the full story of why the book is 
so asymmetric. It seems possible that editing was done to keep the book simple, 
and that Epstein actually believes it was done for stylistic reasons. I'm 
certainly not convinced that the book was not the result of an intelligence 
operation by the Angleton people, even if Epstein didn't know it. 

After the taping, Epstein inscribed Peter's copy of Legend with favorable 
comments about Peter's work, and gave him a New York phone number. Epstein 
supposedly claimed familiarity with our book, and recalled my help with Inauest. 
***** 

A few days ago, I was considering adding to these notes some speculation 
that the recent defection of Shevchenko at the U.K. was somehow connected to 
Epstein's disclosures about Fedora. I decided that this would make me sound 
too much like Mae Brussell or J. Jesus Angleton. However, I am informed that 
today's NY Times (and Time) report that Shevchenko has offered to tell us something 
about Fedora, for the right amount of money. Very interesting. 

So, I will mention my suspicion that there is more to the indictments of 
Gray, Felt, and Miller than meets the eye. I don't have any idea what it is; 

I'll just suggest that it might be worth the effort to ask people connected with 
this case if they can shed any light on the cases of Fedora, Nosenko, the mole 
in the FBI's NY office, or the Kennedy assassination. 

One thing that did catch my attention is that the NY FBI agent, LaPrade, 
specifically alleged that the Weathermen were tied to the PLO. It is now well 
known that Angleton doesn't care for the PLO at all, considering them a KGB front. 

It will be interesting to see if Angleton's Security and Intelligence F\md 
goes to bat for Gray et al. , now that charges against Kearney have been dropped. 

More sources: 

(39) Hacker's review (NYHev, 4/V/78) is remarkably low key. In marked 
contrast to Hoch & Stetler, he finds the Oswald part more compelling than the mole 
part, and actually complains that Epstein "allows Angleton's recollections to 
wander far afield from Oswald." Some of Hacker's criticisms are well taken, but 
phrased most gently. Inquest is praised as the best single study of the assass- 
ination, with no indication that Hacker had anything to do with it. 

(40) Courtesy of Peter Scott: NYT, 3/10/76, p. 1 - a story by Crewdson 

about alleged penetration of the FBI. The source is a former intelligence official, 
presumably Angleton (or maybe Sullivan). Golitsin is named, and qtjite a bit of 

his story is told. Including the claim that the FBI had been damaged worse than the 
CIA. The story of the stolen documents which were offered back to the FBI is 
mentioned. Very interesting; and another reason to wondering about the chronology 
of Epstein's project. By 3/10/76 he was certainly well into it. In New York , 

(part I, p. 38), he said he didn’t know of any previous mention of Stone's story. 
Hmm. Was this Crewdson story Angleton's first attempt, vdiich didn't take, without 
the sex appeal of the Oswald angle? Hmm. 




